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Thie publjcétion 18 planned to
provide more informatlion than can
be included in the NEWS LETTER of
the society, The papers are based

on the research activities,histor-

jcul archives,field trips and col-

lections of wembers and others inter-

ested in Dutch Barns. They are pres-
ernited as unedited copy.

1t is hoped that this infornation
will lead to a better understanding
of the chronology,the buillders,and
the utilization of these unique
structures and the role they played
during theearly settlement of North-
eastern America.

The "MISCELLANY®'will be compiled,
reproduced and distributed at random
times dependent on the accumulation

o

of useful data,.
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THE FUTURE EXISTENCE OF DUTCH BARNS IN THE NORTHEAST

The Dutch of the Mohawk, Schoharie and Hudson Valleys rewmain as

one of the few tangible connections between the early ploneer settlement of

Fastern New York and the present eva. These areas were settled by the
Holland Dutch, German Palatines and a few Swedes stavting in the carly

16007s.

The decline of the farm economy in the Northeast is posing a rapidly
cresting concern for the future welfare of Chese unique structures.

The distinctive structural design of Dutch barns rellects the
tradition of the Dutch and northern Rurope homeland. These barns arve
essentially replicas of those built in Holland in the early 1600°s and
earlier. Nearly identical architecture can be seen In the few structures
remaining in Europe of that time period including features also present in
some ol the homes of that g

D

Fortunately, some of our barns are stlll used on a daily basis on
working farms and so long as the roofs remain leak free and fire is
avoided, can persist so for another century or move. Others are not so
fortunate. Where originally the Dutch Barn was the dominant styructure on a
farm containing from 40 to 100 acx or more, many of them are now
surrounded by sgingle family homes, condominiums and even industrial
structures. As population pressure builds, the farm economy dwindles and
real estate developers plan, the future destiny of many of the remaining
Dutch Barns become precarious at best.

What should happen under these circumstances?

That is a hard question to answer. As the old farmhouse is
modernized, restored or destroyed, the other barn bulldings bulldozed,
several things can happen to a Dutch Barn. If its voof has not been
neglected, its timbers are likely to be intact with their massive
anchor beams, posts, purlin plates, ra s and braces. Choice ones may
even have thelr rafters covered with a plank roof, wide boarded original
siding, wooden hinges on the large gable end wagon doors and Dutch iron
hinges on the animal doors. The early barng were obviously built by mastaoy
builders who apparently enjoyed working with the huge virgin pine and oak
trees available nearby. Not only were the timbers fashioned by hroad awe
but many were finished by adze, the resulting surfaces being so smooth and
from a planing mill. Some of the

flat that they appear to have come
massive anchor beams were even chamfered as giving finishing touches to the
timber.

When such an intact bairn is likely to be detached from its oviginal
central role in the farm economy the
available. If the developer has a sense of propyriety, a respect for Tocal
history, heritage and postevity, he will use the barn as a centval theme,
regpecting integrity and using it with as few modifications as possible
as a recreational and cultural center of his new development.

e are several alternate uses

A second and less desi
barn reevecting it somewhere else either as close as
original configuration or with as Lew modifications as

rable alternative is to carvefully digsmantle the
to its
This
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procedure is the one currently in favor. Such action has led to the
removal of a basic part of our local historical tradition.

It is a rare situation in which a barn is taken down without some loss
in its integrity when it is reerected. In most instances when a bayn is
destined to become a "second home" or a studio for a city dwellev, drastic
changes may be expected. While the magsive timbers may survive the
dismantling and transportation activity, it is likely that many, many more
subtle features will disappear. BEven this however may be a better usc of
these ancient structures than to have then disappear by fire, rot or under
the blade of a bulldozer.

I wricte with a degree of understanding of this rapidly developing
problem. In 1947 T bought what appearced to be a magnificent very old Dutch
Barn which was apparently bullt in 1701 on one of the oviginal farms on the
Great Flats adjacent to the pioneer village of Schenectady settled in 1661
by Arent Van Curler. This barn was located on the western edge of a Farm
adjacent to a beautiful cold spring. This barn was among the carly ones
erected on the Great Flate and was built by or for Johannes Teller who had
survived the Schenectady Massacre of 1690,

After I had bought the barn with my hope in 1947 of eventually
converting it into a mugseum, I discovered that because of a long neglected
roof covering, rot had become established in the massive posts, the purlin
plates and the long roof rafters. At that time I could see no way { could
possible replace these damaged timbers. Lven today it would require a
tremendous effort and cost and the result would have questionable wmerit.
Consequently, I was forced to dismantle the barn, salvaging all of the
sound timbers, siding, doors and floor planking.

4

I decided to see whether I could take down the barn alone and
eventually was successful in doing so except for the massive posts and
anchor beams. As the-dismantling process proceeded, [ obtained a series of
excellent photopgraphs of the barn structure and its simple but highly
functional design. From these photographs I have been able to construct an
accurate scale model of this barn at a veduction of 24 vto 1. Thus the
finished model is 25 inches square and 21 inches high. The leanto on the
northwestern side has an area which was originally 25 feet long and 10 foot
wide.

As the field vresearch of our Society proceeds, it becomes appavent
that there are probably at least 100 Dutch type barns still in exist
1988, At least half of them however face a very uncertain future,

cence in

Many of the better ones have been integrated into a barn complex on
working farms so that their pristine condition in many cases ceases (o
exist. A few of these are still in excellent condition after more than 200
years,

Those facing an uncertain future vange from the few still in excellent
condition to the majority which are no lonpger being used effectively and
face the distinct possibility of neglect and eventual destruction from
fire, rot, snow loading and wind storm. Those which are in fairly pood

b H - ?,)




shape but are without a useful function are likely to be sold by the
current owners to the highest bidder. When this happens and the barn
removed our reglon loses one of its most important linkages with the past.

At least a few of the best ones should be designated as National
Historic Landmarks, protected from Ffurther change and developed into a
formal part of our national heritcage.

b In Switzerland, Sweden and other Luropean countries extensive
collections of ancient structures ave accumulated, meticulously restored
and perpetuated as outdoor museums with government sponsorship and
continuing support. In America a few such assemblies have been established
as tourist attractions under private initiative. Perhaps this is t
we can do.

the be

Meanwhile we hope that our Dutch Barn Preserxvation Soclety can raisc
public consciousness to appreciate the intrinsic value and importance of
these ancient structures so that they are better appreciated by their

owners as well as the geneval public.

Meanwhile the research minded members of the Society should bend every
effort to glean as much solid information as possible from the barns scill
remaining. There are many fascinating questions about these Dutch Barns
and great satisfaction in obtaining the answers.

Vincent J. Schaefer
September 5, 1988
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Dubtceh Barn news from New Jersey -- R. Williawm Pauloy, Belle sdead, NJ

THE DUTCH SETTLERS IN CENTRAL NEW JERSEY
These notes on the Dutch settlers in Lhe Raritan Valley ol New
Jersey were gleaned from various texbs and historical booklebs
that, cover Somerset, Tunterdon , and Middlesex Countios. The
purpose is to help those who are interested in the New World Dutch
Barn to become more familiar with the Dutch migration to this fer-
tile Valley and the family names. of some of these ploncors.

The Dutch in Nieuw Amsterdam began to Farm the West bank of the
Hudson ( Bergen County) and along the Raritan Bay in the mid 1600's.
Indian attacks made life difficult. In 1660 Pelter Stuyvesant
ordered the Families to move from oullying Ffarms to safer villages.
This led to the first permanent town in northern New Joersey, named
Bergen, and now known as Jersey City.

The British took over in 1664, Forming Fast and Wesbt Jersey, and
set up the seat of government in Elizabelh. The intent was Lo
develop New Jersey, which the Dutch had failed to do. The Pro-
prietors granted religious and political Frecdom Lo Lhe Jorseys,
which meant that a variety of groups saw the opportunitics and
began to move into the region in the late 1600's. The English
and Scolteh were most common in the Fast, while Quakers moved into
the West Jerseys, as far north as Princeton.

The Dutch living in New York and Long Tsland were atbracted to the
Raritan Valley in the early 1700's when large tracts ol land were
offered for sale. The river provided transportation and the fertilce
lowlands were ideal for grain and livestock. A small port was
established on the Raritan in about 1730 near the present Rutgers
University stadium. some of the Raritan Landing foundoers came
from the Albany area, including Schuyler, Van Dyke, and Suaydam.
Church records for this period indicate that aboulb 1/3 of citizens
of this area (Middlesex County) were Dutch and in Somerscelt Counly,
further ;L oon the Raritan and Millstone Rivers,the wajority of
residents had Dutch ancestry.

An example of the large tracts of land that were purchasoed by Dutah
businessmen and farmers in Somersel was Lhe buying of the Harlingen
Tract of over 9000 acres by 17 New Yorkers in 1710, In aboulb Lhe
same period, a 10,000 acre tract was bought by a group of Long

Island Dutch that was on the opposite, eastern side ol bthe Millstono.
During the eavly and mid 1700's many Family farms and plantatbions

began in the county, and Dutch gpeaking villages and churches wore
estapilished. A major center developed in the Raritan/ Somerville
area a few miles east of the junction of the North and South Branchos

of the Raritan River. The first Reformed Church was bullb Cthere in
1699. Reformed Churches vere started in the villages of Franklin

Park (near New Brunswick) in 1710, Lwventy miles north in Bedminster
in 1758, and in the western most region of Somersel, Neshanic, in
aboubt 1750. Included among the hundreds of Dubtch Familic that
flourished in Somerset through the Revolutionary War cra and thalt are
still prominent today are Frelinghuysens, Bergens, Hoaglands, SlLaats,
Van Cleefs, Strykers and Van Zandts.

Hundreds of Dutch homes have survived in Lhe Raritan vValley, even

though few were wmade of brick or stonce. I'n Somersel Counby aboul two

dozen New World Dutch barns remain, primarily along theMillstone Valley.
: Decoewmber, 1988




Dutch Barn Research Possibilities

When the Dutch settled in New York State they brought many traits and
habits with them. Therefore it should not be considered unusual that their
houses and barns that were erccted in the new world were reflections of
their past.

However the climatic and envirvommental conditions in Holland ave very
different from those in New York. Are the desipgn criteria for the
structures built by these early pioneers the same as used in Holland? How
soon after they arrived weve they able to modify theivr designs to cope with
the harsher envivonmental conditions of New York?

1t would be of interest to know what wind loadings and snow depth
loadings they assumed a structure must stand in New York versus in Holland,
How did they cope with the much larger fluctuations in temperature. lHow
could they keep the structures comfortable?

A more general guestions is: what is so unusual, unique about rhege
structures? Did they have advantages that English, Germany or French
structures didn't have? Another aspect relates to the hazards of the times
» Indiang. Did these structures have additional security advantages? How
long did these structures last and what led to their demise?

In recent times much emphasis bas been given to systems analysi
That is to say we must first specify requirements (i.e., size, volune,
floor leoading, wind loading, snow loading, insulation required,
{1lumination required, etc.). It is only after these requirements are
specified that we can build to satisfy such requivements. Did our
forefathers bring such native ingenuity with them from the old world?
Perhaps they had a simple concept, such as "Form Follows Function® as their
design criteria. It would be interesting to make an analysis ol some old
world structures and determine their design critevia.

Eugene Bollay
Santa Barbara, California

11/3/88
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of The Duteh Barn Preservalion Sucivty, and one who has ex-
stewide knowded e of vernaentar architecture opened his stide
Lotk with an estensive quotetion rom "Memoires of An American Lady, With
Skelches ot Manners and Scanery in Amsrica, as They Existed Previous o the

Wissive 3

Revolution” Vol. 1, Second Fdition, 1809, Chapter X VI, p. 176, (These two

n’»lumus ste a priced possession in our hbrary, the bequest of Hon. F.
Walter Bliss ) 1€ refers 1o a ' Deseription of Colonel Schuyler's Barn, the
Convmon, and its various Uses™.

CAdjoining to the orchard was the most spacious barn I ever beheld:
which Ishalt describe for the benefit of sueh of my readers as have never
seen a building constructed on a plan so comprehensive. This barn, which,
aswill herenlleruppear, answered many beneficial purposes besides those
usuatly altoted for such edifice, was of a vast size, al least o hundred feel
long, and sixty wide. The roof rose to a very great height in the midst, and
sloped down U1t came within tan fect of the ground, when the walls com-
n'n:nce@, which like the whole of this vast fabric, were formed of wood Tt
Was riised three feet from the ground, by beams resting on stone; and on
H)\:.yu btams was laid. in the middle of (he building, a very massive ouk

QOI.

“Before the door was o large s, sloping downwards, of the e
materials. A breadth of aboul twelve feel on eich side of this capacious
huitding was divided off for cattle; on one side rana manger, at the abave
menboned distance from the wall, the whaole length of the building, with &
rack above s on e other were statls for the other euttle, running also the
whole dength uf the buildig . The cattle and horses stood with their hinder
parts Lo the wall, and their heads towards the threshing floor. There was i
prodigious arge box or apen chestin one side, built up for holding the corn
alteritwas thrashed: and he rool, which was very lofty and spacinus, was

"~ supported by large cross heams: from one to another of these was strelehed
a great number of long potes, soasto form a sort of open foft, on which the
whole rich crop was laid up. The floor of those parts of the barn, which
answered the purposes of a stable and cow-house, was made of thick slab
deals, Jaid loosely over the supporting beams. And the mode of cleaning
those plices was by turning the boards, and permtting the dong and huter
to.fall into the receptacies lelt apen below for the purpese: thence inspring
they were often driven down to the river, the soil, inits original state, not
reguining the aid of manure. Inthe ¢ (*By the frontis mean the gable end,
which containg the entronce.) front of this vast edifice there were
prodigous folding-doors, and Lvo others that opened behind

CCertainly never did cheerfnl rural tods wear a more exinlarating aspect
than while the domesties. were lodging the luxuriant harvest o Uus
capacious repository. When speaking of the doors, 1 should have mentioned
that they were made in the goble ends: those in the back equally large o
correspond with those in the [ront; while on each side of the great doors
were smaller ones, for the ciattle and horses o enter. Whenever the cornor
hay was reaped or cul, and veady for carrying home, which in that dry and
warm chimate bappened in a very few days, a waggon loaded with hay, for
mastance, was driven inte the midst of this great barn; Joaded also with
numberless torge grasshoppers, butterfties, and cicudas, who came along
with the hay. From the top of the waggon, this was immediately forked up
into the loftof the barn, i the mudst of which was an open space left far the
purpose; and then the unloaded waypon drove, in vustic state. vut of the
great door al the other end. In the mean time every member of the family
witnessed, or assisted inthis sunimary process; by which the bullding and
thatehmg of stacks was at once saved: and the whole drop and cattte were
thus compendiousty lodged unduer one roof.

“The cheerfulness of this animaled seene was muceh heightened by the
quick appearance, and vanishing of the swallows: which twittered among
their higgh-built dwelling in the rool lere, as in every other instance, the
saflety of these domestic fricnds was attended to; and an abode provided for
them. In Tront of this barn were many holes, like those of a pidgeon-house.
[or the accammuondation of the martin: that being the species to which ths
kind of home seems most congenial; and, in (he inside of the bara, I have
counted above foursceore at once. In the winter when the earth was buried
deep in new-falien snow, and no path fit for watking in was Jeft, this barn
was like o great gatlery, well suited for that purpose: and furinshed with
pictures not anpleasing to o simple and contented mind. As you walked
tirough Uiis losg area, Jooking v, you beheld the abundance of the year
treasured above you, on one side the comely heads of your snorting steeds
presented themselves, arvanged oy seeinly order. on the other, your kine
displayed thewr mecker visoges, while the perspective, on either, was
terminated by heifers and fillies no less interesting. In the midst your
servitils eseriived the Dail, and even, white they threshed out the straw,
distributed 46 to the eapectants on both sides; while the Uliberal handful”
was secasiotally thrown Lo tie many-colonred poultry onthe sl Winter
Woell never ade Wiy abode of Hie wad plenty cold or cheerfess Here you
ght walk and view wdl your subjects, and therr means of support, at one
slatice; excepl, indved, the sheep; for whieh o darge and cominodious
Bulding wis erected very near the barn, the roof contaming a loft turge
coough Lo hold hay sulhicrent for their winter's food

“Colunel Schuyier's barn was by Tat e largest Phave eversees butaliof
thern, i that country, were constracied oo the samue plan, furnished with
e same seconumodation, and presented the siome cheering aspect

oritold dociely. i
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The barns had a peculiar kind of construction in this locality, of

which 1 shall give a conaise deseription. The nain building was
very large almost the size of a small churchs the roof was high, cov-
ered with wooden shingles, sloping on both sides, but not sieep. The
walls which supported it were not much higher than a full grown

greater. Inthe middle was the threshing oo and above it or in the
loft or garrer, they put the unthrashed grain, the straw, or anything
else, according ro the season. On one side were stables for the
horses, and on the other for the cows. The young stock had also
their partentar stables or stalls, and in both ends of the building

5

through one of them; and go out at the ather, Heve under one roof
thercfore were dhe thrashing Noor, the barn, the stables, the hay loft,

the coach house, ete. This kind of building is used chiefly by dhe
Duteh and Germans, for icis o be observed that the country be-
tween Preaton and New York is not inhabited by many English-
men, but mostly by Germans or Dutch,' the hawer of which are
especidly numerous,
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TOUR OF FOUR ULSTER COUNTY BARNS, SEPTEMBER 23, 1988 %

On Sunday, September 25, members of the Dutch Barn
Society toured four barns in the townships of Marbletown,
Hurley, and Woodstock.

The tour began at the Oliver/Brusard barn just north
of the North Marbletown Dutch Reform Church on the 01ld Mine
Road, presently 209. Services are recorded as being held here
in 1677.

The Oliver barn is a long 7 or 8 bay barn made of
salvaged bents and beams from many structures. It was
recently stabilized by John Kaufman of Hurlevy.

Oliver/Erusard barn (Ma-6)
looking north from the
North Marbletown Burying
Ground o

Vincent Schaefer, who had come from Schenectedy said
that the barn contained a number of puzels, particularly the
spliced extensions on six columns of three bents, symilar to
the modifications in the Decker/Bienstock barn which he has
written of,

Charles Gehring, who had come from Albany county, is a

translator of early Dutch manuscripts and records. He pointed

out two weathered beams about 25 to 30 feet long which had
been used in the south end-wall. Both were drilled through with
a series of holes about a foot apart. Charles said Lhat these

were reused posts from a "barrack". The holes were uscd
in raising the roof of the structure with a devise called
a barrack or bark screw. The filled structure is better
described as a "Hooibergh" or mountain of hay.

Ihe barracks of four and five poles were used for storing
hay and grains, independent of the barn. Origionally the
Dutch barn was designed to shelter a few animals and Lo store
and thrash grain. Most of the hay storage was in barrvacks.




i

Detail of the Van Bergen overmantel, by an anonymous Limner. circa 1735
New York State Historical Association, Cooperstown, New York.

This view of an early Dutch farm, just north of Ulster County in
what is now Greene County, gives us a view ol the Catskill Mountains and
on the left a Dutch barn with two five-pole barracks. The poles of which
could be 40 or 50 feet high. They are filled with carefully layered
hay. The Barrack to the right has, "a floor a few feel off the ground
under which the cattle could shelter, serving themselves from the hay
that they could reach while the heavy roof kept it pressed down to their
tevel." (Alice Kenney, Stubborn for Liberty, the Dutch in New York, 1975.)

The two poles in the Oliver barn which were salvaged from
a barrack, tell the story of an early change in local apriculture.
The three bay addition on the south, with its lowered anchorbeams,
was designed to increase hay storage as the use of the barrack

and the "lavering" of hay in stacks was abandoned on this farm.

The Tour next visited the DeWitt/Neumerich barn in the
Town of Hurley. The DeWitt farm dates to the late 1680's but
the barn does not seem to date to that time. It is a large 6
bay barn with a spliced purlin-plate, indicating it was. built
all at one time. This barn is in excellent condition and its
ddnterior structure is open and easily viewed. Mrs. Neumerich
recalls John Fitchen documenting the barn on September 3,
1963 .He photographed the interior but she never hear anything
further from him. He numbered it 23 of the 76 he documented
for hisl968 book, The New World Dutch Barn.

The tour next stopped at John Kaufman's barn a few miles
north on the Hurley Mountain Road. It had not been scheduled
but was hard to pass up, especially with John driving the lead

truck, and it was a great discovery overlooked by the author.

John Sobon, who had come from Windsor,Massachsetts, and
often gives his well educated guess, thought the barn might
hbe a 17th century one.




The barn's nearness to Kingston, the first settelment in
the Esopus Valley, beginning in the 1650's, makes this possable.
The high pitched roof and the boxed in,upper perlin plate are
symilar to the 17th century Teller/Schermerhorn Barn
in Albany County which Vincent Schaefer dismantled and documented
%n 1948. The Nieuwkerk/Kaufman barn is number 42 in Fitchen's
boolk .

The tour unfortunately changed course for a 2:30 appointment
and missed the Wolven/Skolnick barn in Saugerties with many early
local features. This barn has 9 foot side walls. Tt's anchorbeams
have upper braces, a feature so far unique in Ulster County.

At 2:20 the 4 car tour arrived at the Joy/Nacaratto barn,
where 1t vas met by a number of local people dincluding Alf Bvers,
writer and Catskill historian, Peter Leaycraft of Woodstock,
and Olive Clearwatey author of furley in the Days of Slavery,
1986, and town historian. They had come out of -concern Tor
the the City of Kingston's condemnation of the land and buildings,
especially the small 5 bay barn which Joe Nacaratto has maintained
for many years. A barn and house with many interesting original
features. Its internal structure is similar to the Oliver
barn first visited. In the case of the Joy barn a two bay
addition with lowered anchorbeams enlarges the hay capacity
of the barn. '

It is a small barn with 20 foot anchorbeams spanning the
threshing floor, as compared to the perhaps 30 foot beams
of the Oliver barn. The bracing in the Joy barn is sawn, and
the tenons do not extend beond the backs of the €olumns.
It is probably an early 19th century barn. Its owner has
maintained the original double hung doors with wooden hinges
that sving in. Ile has repaired the removable center post
which is traditional to these doors and holds them securily
shut.

Francis Wolven of Saugerties told me that the removable
center post, one of which he still uses on his converted
garage, was called a "mittelmanse” or middle man. No one on
the tour recognized the word and one person pointed out that
it was a German word. Saugerties was half founded by Palatine
Germans in. 1710. Perhaps it was a term in the local dialect.

To date things have gone well concerning the City of
Kingston's condemnation of the Joy/Nacaratto barn. We arc
awaiting a public hearing before the City of Kingston Water
board, hopefully soon. The press and public response has
been good.

copyrighted 1988
Peter Sinclair
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without any cover over 1L

When the people wanted any hay, they

cut some of it loose, by a speciidly made cutters However, numy
people, especially in the environs of Philadelphia, had haystacks with
Loofs which could be moved up and down. Near the surlace of the

ground were some poles laid, on which the hay was put, that the
air might pass freely through it 1 have mentioned before that the
caule had no stables in winter or summer and were obliged o graze

in the open air during the whole year. However, in Philadelphia, L

and in a few other places, 1 saw that those people who made use of o
the latter kind of haystacks, wiz. that with movable rools, com- [L
monly had built them so that the hay was |
the ground, on a floor of boards, under w

i winter when the weather was very bad. Under this floor were
which however stood far

partitions of boards on all the sides,

sut a fathom or two above
hich the cattle could stand

enough from each other to afford the air a free passage.

@vﬁﬁm@wicu ef 1180, [ravels i N Rwerica - Vover N.Y, 5

Hay barracks

Although ethnic relationships are not
yet clear for cormeribs, che hay barrack
is a structure having scrong, ethnic asso-
crations, espectalty wirh the Duch (fig.
6-48).49 Just as the pranary is aspecial-
dzed strucrure for storing small grains
_' and the crib for storing corn, so the bar-

racks is for preserving hay and straw.,

The structure is simplicity itself, com-

prised of just Tour corner posts and a
pyramidal or gable roof, with the gable
cnds enclosed, The bailding usually had

no foundation other than a series of

poles faid on the ground ro keep the hay

orstraw from contaet with the damp
earth. Whatmade the structure unisual
was that the roof rested on four mov-
able wooden or metal pegs placed v a
series of holes in the four posts. By using
a ratcheting jack, the entive roof could
be raised or lowered by moving each
rool corner, one peg ata time, “The first
corner is the most difficul to raise he-
cause of the weight of the roof. The last
CONEr s casiest 1o raise since the up-
ward warping or spring of the roof
franie decreases the weipht on the un-
rassed corner.™ Raising or lowering,
the roof ensured maximum protection
for the stored hay or straw (soraetimes
even grain was stored). Dimensions of
the barrack varied normally between
rwelve and sixteen feet, and occasional-
Jv these structures were as large as
twenty feer, 102 '

Sarmne carly barracks were constructed
with a raised floor to permit che shelter
of one or two cows under the bar-
rack. 193 Generally speakmg, the hay
harrack was so simple that e could not
be converted to other funcrions and,
henee, tended to disappear from the
fandscape as agnicultaral condiaions
changed. Apparently, only a handful of
barracks have survived mro the muddie
of the twentieth centiey (fig. 6049, The
cange over which the hay barrack has
been reported supgests a connecton o
nocthern German immigrants, and even
to Ukranians, as well as to the Duteh
with whom it has its strongest associae
fions, ' Among Pennsylvaniy Germans
the hay barracks is known as the shot-
scheser and scems to have been a fairly
common feature of their farmsteads 103
Tndeed, aspecial kind of thatched roof,
used only onshotscherer, has been den-
tified, suppesting that these structures
were originally all thatch-roofed, as
many sall are i the Netherlands
today, 100

The hay barracks was known and ati-
hized inother parts of Furope besides
the north German plain and Rhine
delia. tn the Ukraine, for example, it
was called an oborohy 197 Furthermore,
Pecer Wacker has postulared thac the
sirplicity and cheapness of the barrack

encouraged its adoption in pioneering

Carcas without strong ethnic assocta-

tuons. These two considerations may ex-

plain the unusual patteen of reported

Fig, 648 The hav barrack (from

Mo ernan)
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s
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Ly st

ocenreence of scarered hay harracks i
castern Massachuseres and Virgia,
Marvid and Ohiogin two separace
areas al castern Toswa, i northern H-

ot m western New York, i Rhode

Island, on Prince Fdward tsland, in
southeastern Manitoha, and an Trish
farms in castern Newfoundbod 108 [y
blkely that other, as-ver-unreported oc-
currences will be documented i the fu-
rure. Flere agam s a material landseape
fearure that warrants closer scrutiny.
Such study might well begin with an
examination of the large number of
nineteenth-century llustraced county
atlases which contain hundreds ot
drawings of farmsreads, 109

In western America, where there is
reeater emphasis on animal ransing be-
cause of the dricr cimate, an open-sided
hay barn is frequently used 1o store the

Larger amounts of hay raised there, Al

-though superficially resembling the hay

barrack in tharithas apen sides, v dif-
fers by having atixed roof, a rectangutar
plan, and often one closed side facing

the prevailing wind direction.




Comments and Questions about the Dutch Hay Barracks

In Lurope it is my understanding that hay bavracks ave still used,
This is not surprising since not only is the hay barvack a very inexpensive
structure to build but it is a highly effective method for storing hay. In
addition, in the event that wel hay must be gathered because of inclement
weather, if the hay catches fire due o "spontaneous combustion" only the
moveable roof and the guiding poles may be lost rather than the cherished
"big barn."

To my knowledge, none of the ancient Dutch Hay Barracks remain in our
region. However, in a number of instances, the poles which guided the
moveable roof are still around since they were incorporated in the
construction of walls or ceiling beams. They are identifiable by the
presence of the line of holes spaced a foot or so apart which were
originally used to raise and/or position the moveable voof when hay was
piled in the barrack,

When our Society members visited the Oliver Dutch Barn west of Iurley
in Ulster County, we found two hay barrack poles used in the construction
of a wall in the barn. I have been told that such poles have been uscd as
ceiling beams in two Dutch Houses near the base of the Helderbergs in
Albany County south of Altamont, New York. I hope to see them in the near
future.

I have recently constructed the model of a hay barrack using a scale
of 24 to 1 similar to that used when I modeled the Teller-Schermerhorn
Dutch Barn. In doing this I copied the models depicted in the over mantel
painting of the Van Bergen farm complex which can be seen in the
Cooperstown headquarters of the New York State Historical Society and which
is reproduced in Peter Sinclair’s report of our Ulster County Field Trip
Miscellany Pg. 1-3-70.

This painting shows two barracks, one with hay built up Ffrom ground
level, the other with a floor positioned about five feet above the ground
which could he used by cattle during inclement weather. The moveable roof
in both of these barracks appears to be guided by six barracks poles which
seems to be about 25 feet high.

In constructing the model I digscovered that 1t would be quite feagible
to build a moveable base or floor which could cither rest on stones placed
on the ground or positioned at any desivable level above the ground with
wooden rods projecting through the holes in the barrack poles. Only three
such rods would be needed to hold the base at the selected height.

I made the roof in the form of a hexagon. 1I1f a thatched roof was
employed, the moveable roof would be relatively light and easily raiscd
with a lever or a barrack screw, 1 would favor the former. Such a device
is depicted in Miscellany Pg. 1-3-73,

In constructing the llay Barvack Model I recognlze several items Lo
which I do not have answers., They ave as follows:

1. What g a barvack screw and how was 1t used?




2. Barracks poles of 1, 4, 5 and 6 in number are mentioned. Why not
37
3. How was the moveable roof held up while the hay pile was heing

formed?

4, What method was used in "layering the hay so that it was easily
removed without destroying the pile’'s stabilicy?

5. How high were the hay piles in a barrack? With a cross section of
20 feet (the maximum I believe that is feasible) poles about 30 feet high
appear to be adequate. In the Van Bergen painting the cross section ol the
barrack appears to be about twelve feet and the poles about 25 feet high.

6. Was the hay in the barrack available to the cattle as a sort of
self feeder or was it arranged so the farmer handled it?
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Barrack Bouwerl j: The answer to a Puzzle and Related Items

Heading west from Schenectady across the Rotterdam, Marviaville and
Florida Hills, a view of the far western horizon reveals a distinctive mesa
like hill that projects above all of its surroundings. An excellent view
of i1t obtains from the top of the long sloping highway of Interstate 88 and
Route 7 as they head down into the Schoharie Valley, Nearly seventy years
ago an old farmer friend of mine, Robert M. Hartley, one of the top
antiquarians of the time told me that he knew it as Bark Zowry. This
unusual name has remained with me and has puzzled me ever since. 1 had
never been able to find anyone who knew where the name came from and none
who had ever heard it called that. On the Santhier Map published in
England in 1775 it is labeled Brimstone Hill. On the USGS Topographic Maps
there is no name,

In September on a Dutch Barn field trip to Ulster County led by Peter
Sinclair we encountered several posts in the Oliver Barn that had earlier
“been used In a hay barrack. This structure was built adjacent to the big
Dutch Barn of the early pioneer settlers and consisted of a vertically
adjustable roof placed above a layered hay stack. According to Alice
Kenny, “Stubborn for Iiberty - The Dutch in New York" 1975 cited by
Sinclair, Misc. 1-3-70, such a barrack as described as a Hooibergh which is
translated as "mountains of hay." Thus it is quite possible that this
distinctive hill near Cherry Valley which appears in silhouette as a
flattened hay stack was called Barracks Zowerie (?) for this reason and is
thus a term having an ancient origin. The second part of the name is
somewhat uncertain,

The morning of November 1, 1988, 1 decided to go to the vicinity of
Bark Zowry to learn more about it. As T reached Carlisle on Route 20 it
became quite apparent that my earlier plan to go southwest of Sharon would
take me quite a distance west of the hill. Therefore, I decided to po
directly south from Little York, a small roadside settlement. Turning
south T found the road to be Little York Road. It is one of the most
crooked roads I have ever travelled, which suggests it may originally have
been a farm road, cow path or maybe an Indian Trail. Tt soon became
apparent that it would take me close to the eastern side of the hill. A
car some distance ahead of me turned into the driveway to a farm house. T
decided on the spur of the moment to ask the occupant about the name of the
hill. It turned out to be a young woman about twenty years old. As she
got out of her car I approached her, told her about my interest in the hill
and its name. She said, "Oh, you mean Bark Zowry?" I nearly fell over I
was so surprised. Upon further interrogation it became quite apparent that
she knew very little beyond its name.

However, she told me I should try to find Ray Briggs, a retired
college professor, who lived a short distance away. She told me how to
find his house. I left and found the cross roads she described but litccle
else. I saw a house which I figured might be the Briggs home. However the
name of the mailbox was Warner. I then saw a very large farm tractor
moving from a field to the road some distance away. T waved to its driver
and he stopped, clinmbed off of the very nolsy tractor and approached wme., T
asked him 1f he could tell me how to find Ray Briggs. He saild Ray was hig
father and pointed to a car coming down the road and said, "There he is
now." As 1 watched the oncoming car, 1 saw it turn into a large barn
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complex so T got my car and followed it down a Farm road. When I accosted
Ray Briggs, he appeared to be a very friendly wan. When he learned ol my
quest he told me that the name was indeed Bark Zowry (as he pronounced it)
and that he had a book or two at the house which might contain information
about the name. He invited me to his house warning me that it was in quite
a mess since his wife was sick abed.

I was rather reluctant to barge in but he insisted on it. Ray Briggs
is a very remarkable man. Since retirement he is an auctioneer, an
inspector for the U.S. Government Farm Disaster Relief, is interested in
history, ornithology (he is responsible for the erection of 7000 blue bird
houses in the arvea), genealogy, etc., etc. One of his ancestors was
Lieutenant Peter Young (6.1760) who fought in the Revolution. He told me
that his farm consisted of 400 acres which was the original homestead of
Young and that there has been a continuing ancestral line which now spans Y
generations. Part of his farm takes in the sumnit of Barracks Zourie,
which I find is the proper spelling of the name according to Noyes.

In her book, "The History of Schoharie County," written by Marion F.
Noyes of the College at Cobleskill in 1964 and published by Richmondville
Phoenic Press, a picture of the hill is reproduced as well as a second name
Bergh Sovere. Ray told me that there is an oxen road which climbs the hil)
starting on the southeast side heading north and then swinging west and
south to the summit. Near the beginning of this road is a rock shelter in
which Peter Young's wife and child hid when the Indians during the 1780
raid were laying waste to the countryside. Ray told me that when he was a
youngster the field on top of Barracks Zourie was planted in buckwheat.

He offered to take me to several ancient barns in the region which he
though might be Dutch Barns. Meanwhile, T told him I'd like to sece his
since the central one had the "right" slope. We entered it and 1T found
that it was indeed a Dutch Bayn altho’ modified quite a bit. The anchor
beams had been sawed off on the inside of their posts leaving the big
tenons intact. These were excellent examples but had no tapered wedges at
the rear of the posts. I believe this barn would merit measurement .

He then took me to a large barn also on his property where a very
large timber had collapsed. This was not a Dutch Barn altho’ it had the
"right" slope. It is however a fairly old one. It had a huge swing beam
and a rather intricate upper complex of timbers. Its roof was not
symnetrical since one side was shorter than the other. Since then I have
found three others with identical profiles. This barn resembles the
so-called porch barns which Noble calls by that name and which are common
in Wisconsin. One big timber had collapsed, the other was about half
rotted. It was quite a distance in from the road., We also passed a n:
old barn with typical martin holes but did not see the interior tho’ Ray
offered to arrange for me to do so. It had started raining so I decided to
head for home. It was a fine morning with many serendipitous happenings!

’

ow

After reaching home I wrote a letter to a member of our Society,
Charles Gehring, who is a translator of early Dutch documents at the New
York State Library asking him about the word Zourie. After giving
considerable thought to the word he told me that he believes the oripginal
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word may have been Bouws ¢ )(farm) which then would mean that Barrack
Bouweri } meant the mountain‘on the farm. (Barrack = Bergh = Hooibergh =
mountain of hay.)

It is a fact that the view of this eminence from a distance resembles
that of a flattened hay stack. The hill is steep on all sides, has a flat
L top, and its slopes are covered with a mixed forest. Tt is the dominant
< hill in the region and quite unique in appearance.

A few weeks later with my wife I returned to the vicinity of "Barrack
Bouwrie" to photograph it. I went to the Howe's Cave exit of I-88 at
Cobleskill. At the ramp leaving the highway I had a fine view of "the
mountain” and photographed it. Then going to Cavern Road I headed north
and after several false headings I found a road which provided an excellent
view of "the mountain" and made photos of it.

After making the photographs I happened to look down the road and saw
what seemed to be a Dutch Barn (by the profile). I went to the house
nearby and found a young woman who knew nothing about barns! However, she
told me that her husband who was down in the field could help me. I found
Dick Buffo, the son of the owner of the farm. He told me that the barn was
indeed a Dutch Barn and that he had taken another one down and reerected it
in New Lebanon. Entering the barn I saw immediately it was indeed a Dutch
Barn which was in excellent condition. Though loaded with hay its massive
anchor beams were intact and as with the Young-Briggs Dutch Barn the tenons
had no trace of wedges! I now wonder if this may be characteristic of
"Dutch Barns" built by the German Palatines who settled this region.

On November 17, a rainy Sunday with the Rotterdam Hills covered with «
low cloud, T decided to go to the lower Schoharie Creek to checl out the
location of Young's Lake which I had told Ray Briggs may have been named
after one of his early ancestors. Young's Lake was close to a spot where
as a young boy I had spent my first "campout." I had planned a trip by
bicycle with three other friends to do some fishing in the Schoharie at a
place where the father of one of them had taken us earlier in the year to
fish for smallmouth bass. As the day for departure approached, one after
the other of my friends decided to drop out of the expedition until no one
was left to go with me. I was determined to go, so early one morning |
loaded my bike with my pup tent, blankets, food and flshing gear and took
of f with my army surplus bicycle.

I suspect my parents were not too happy about my plans but they didn’t
object. I was probably about 14 years old. T went along the Mohawk to
Pattersonville and then headed up into the Rotterdam Hills by way of Scotch
Bush and Minaville. At Minaville I continued heading west by way of
Young's Corners Road. Reaching what is now called Power House Road T went
down the steep road, found the place where we had parked our car in our
previous visit and there I pitched my tent.

After getting my campsite and bedding in order T vigged up my [ish
pele and spent an hour ox so in a futile attempt to catch fish for suppor,
Approaching sunset, I prepaved supper and then as it got dar
into bed -~ but did not sleep! The night noises were so different than

I slipped




..Z*..

anything I had previously experienced that 1 imagined all soxts of
creatures stalking my tent!

I got up at dawn, built a fire and fixed breakfast although somewhat
bleary eyed. I then packed my tent and other gear and headed home.
Somewhere near Minaville, being thivsty, I stopped at a farmhouse to ask
for a drink of water. The old Jady at the house brought out as batch of
cookies, some fresh bread and butter and a glass of milk. Tt hit the spot!
Here T was 68 years later retracing my route. 1 was amazed to consider my
path finding ability at that early age.

At the junction of Young's Corners and Power House Roads, T found a
historical marker having the lepend - Peter Young: Settled near Young's
Lake in 1728. Received the first lease in Warrensbush from Sir Peter
Warren, Oct. 7, 1738. Thus it appears that the Schoharie Peter Young may
have been the grandfather of the Peter Young of Barrack Bouwerie!

Thus has my interest in hay barracks been intensified. While 1 have
built several models of them, I have developed a number of interesting
questions about them which I have outlined in Misc. 1-3-74. Answers to

these would be greatly appreciated from members of the Dutch Barn
Preservation Society!

. i b X . A g
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Bark Zowry {(Hartley);Brimstone Hill (Sauthier);Barrack Zourie (U.S.G.5.
BouckSAurle (Moot ) ;Bergh Sourere (Noyes);Bark Ourway (Avers);Rarrack

gourie (Beers);Barrack Bouwerij (Gehring) '

[ i {

This hill (e1.1806) dominates the western horizon when seen from
1-88 at the crest of the eastern slope of the Schoharie Valley.This
picture was taken from a road running north of Howes Caverns,

1t resembles a flattened hay stack- hence a hay barrack., y 1§, 12.-3-%%
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The AnchorBeam Brace

Jhere fs5 mm,cn’t/'n? evidence
Thet The size oFThe anchor
beam brace s C{}k@o’t/7
re/wfeol 750 The a,7e of a
Dutech Barn - Telhicker
the brace, The o/der The barn.

Dnthe [eftis shown a recenl
measure went of the anchor
beam and brace ol 7%2/[6,*04»7
of Fawl A.Schaefer who ws e ol
4o of The anchor beams which
1 So,/\far/ec( From The Teller -
Sehermerhorn Duleh Bavnwhich
T dismantled in 1947-48 when
ifwa.sa(/sco\/{rea( Thal o
}’)Qy/edéeo/ r‘Oo’f //)ao( Perm}ﬁeu(
waier* Z‘a /eao( to T%e r‘o'l‘ZL/;v? |

of thetop of the posts, The
'Pur‘/m P/afe.s and The roof

‘ raffero'.

I‘f ﬁ?t (:lnc//wréeam é race S
The Same wedTh as the anchor
beam and column (post)m

which it is mortised, e

barn 1S 7«,&2‘@ old. /n This case
The evidence Su 7esl‘s 1707 .
Jn most cases whena barn
wasbuilt before 1760, The
braces are more Than half
e L.)fol’th ofthe anchor beam
i Th barns built afterte
Revolution ToreplaceThose
lpurnw( and barns on wveuer
farms, The braces are less Than
l‘\&l‘f n(’_ wldm dnc( Oftﬁ)’) bear
mm»)‘ls of The wp and down saw,
V. Sehaefer Dec, 198%




‘ -3~ é;g

ANOTHER WORTENDYKE DUTCH BARN { Nows qoné)
ZN] HowsrD (|« DURLE.

The above picture dating from 1903 recently turned up in a collection of glass
negatives of Pascack scenes taken by a local resident, The site today is within the
northeastexly portion of property owned by the Apostolic Christian Church on Pascack
Road in Woodcliff Lake. This makes a total of three known early Dutch barns on local
Farms owned by the Wortendyke family, The one at #13 Pascack Road in Park Ridge is the
only surviving structure, The other stood near Spring valley Road to north of Fremont
Avenue in Park Ridge and was associated with the Wortendyke house at #112 Spring valley
Road,

The above barn stood on the farm purchased by Frederick Wortendyke of Park
Ridge from Isaac Alyea of Goshen, N, Y,, by a deed made May 6, 1775, for a consideration
of 510 pounds, The farm contained 100+ acres lying on both sides of Pascack Road,
bounded on the east by the Pascack brook and extended beyond Rose Avenue on the west,
The homestead and farm buildings were on the west side of the road in an area approxi-
mately 250 feet north of present Woodcliff Avenue.

The farm was purchased for Frederick Wortendyke, Junior, who had married his
cousin, Jane Wortendyke, a year or two before. The last will and testament of Frederick,
Senior, made in 1797 after his son's death, left the farm to the four grandchildren,
two shares to Frederick III, the only grandson, and one share to each of the three
granddaughters. Their widowed mother was given her support and maintenance from the
farm during hexr widowhood, After she remarried October 22, 1803, a division was later
made among the children, The story of the farm and later homestead at the northeast
corner of Pascack Road and Woodcliff Avenue appeared in Relics, Vol, 16, No, 91, in
May 1972,

Frederick Wortendyke III was living in Orangetown, Rockland County, N. Y.,
when he received a deed made May 25, 1805 (shortly after he reached legal age), from his
three sisters, releasing to him a tract of 36.90 acres on which stood the family home-
stead and farm buildings, including the Dutch barn. The southerly boundary from a point
bayond Rose Avenue, ran "about 79 degrees east crxossing on and over the well, to said
Pascack Road." The well was located near the road and the barn, homestead and other
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farm buildings were nearby. When Woodcliff Avenue was extended easterly from Pascack
Road in 1811, the beginning point was fixed by a line running from the well, probably
the nearest stationary object, on a course of south 12 degrees west and three chains

(198 feet), therefrom.

In comparison to the extant barn in Park Ridge this one had higher sides and
perhaps a narrower main door, The long hand-forged hinges on the doors are evidence of
agey, as well as the small "Dutch" door of divided sections, immediately to the right,
The two small windows on either side may have been added later, or were original, to
admit some light when all doors were closed,

Years ago this style barn was common on all larger farms, and hardly excep-
tional as we may believe., Today, very few examples survive, Within recent times the
DeMott-Westervelt barn at #285 Grand Avenue, Englewood; the Demarest barn at #35 County
Road, Cresskill; the Haring barn at #341 South Pascack Road, Chestnut Ridge, N, Y,; and
a Haring barn near Orangeburgh Road North, 0Old Tappan, have been dismantled; also the

THE EIMER VAN HORN
BLACKSMITH SHOP &
THE EARLY WELL AS
THEY APPEARED
PRIOR TO THE TIME
THE LAND WAS SOLD
AFTER HIS DEATH

Van Buskirk barn at the southeast corner of East Allendale Avenue and East Saddle River
Road, Saddle River, the timber from which was incorporated in a new nearby dwelling,
Surviving are a Demarest barn at $467 0ld Pascack Road, Chestnut Ridge, N, Y,; the
Haring barn on Piermont Road, Rockleigh; the DeGray barn at #650 Ewing Avenue, Franklin
Lakes; the Bartholf barn at #1122 Ramapo Valley Road, Mahwah; and the one preserved by
the Paramus Golf & Country Club at #314 Paramus Road, Paramus.

Like old homesteads, the Dutch barns were sometimes remodeled such as the
laring barn in Old Tappan in which the original beam construction was preserved. Another
example is the Eckerson barn on Pascack Road, Woodcliff Lake, an illustration of which
was shown in Relics for November 1987, The large central doors and the smaller doors
near each corner show that this was originally a Dutch barn of substantial size before

the roof line was reversed,

. It is not known how long after 1903 the Woodcliff Lake barn survived. The
adjacent blacksmith shop stood until more recent years before it was removed. The well
was also filled in and the well house demolished. It had just as long a history, if not
longer, and was the well mentioned in the 1805 deed, and had no doubt survived from the

Alyea ownership prior to 1775,




